www.edusbih.org

ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

2019

Organization

EDU EDWATION FOR ALL

Address Kemalay I LISGF y2@A06F no
71 000 Sarajevo
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Contact: + 38762 696 235

Web site: www.edusbih.org
https://www.instagram.com/edus.bih

Social media:

Email:

www.facebook.com/EDUESdukacijazasve
edus.bih@gmail.com



http://www.edusbih.org/
https://www.instagram.com/edus.bih
http://www.facebook.com/EDUS-Edukacija-za-sve
mailto:edus.bih@gmail.com

EDUS is a key B&H ngovernmental andhon-for-profit organization when it comes tthe research,
introduction and establishment of qualigwidencebasedEarly Childhood Development (ECD) services in a
highly fragmented system of healthcare, educatanl social welfareWe have pioneered programs of Early
Detectionand Interventions, Parent Education, Inclusive Preschool, -8ftkool Programs, Programs for
children with severe disabilities, Summer and Winter School programs, Teacher and other pabfetssion
trainings and developed curriculums and tools for them to work @itin evidencéasedinterventions with

the support mostly fronforeign donors, over the paStyears, have directly helpédousands othildren with

and withoutdevelopmentalelays and disorders and their familiegilst indirect impact, through trainings

of professional staff throughout the country and the region, is significantly larger.

EDUS leads by example and promotes believes that education/support should beceaadladaicessible to

all children, no child or fargithould be discriminated against regardless of their abilities, disabilities, gender,
national identity, place of residence, religious beliefs, or background. Beneficiaries of our services come from
all regions of our country and from different Balkan and European countriegegitle an equal treatment

Since ancearly starf is a keyfor development we strive to introduceevidencebasedEarly Childhood
Developmental Screening and Monitoring and Edrildiidod Interventions in order to give each child a good
start and a chance to achieve their full potential. Children with disabilities have an equal right to access
inclusive, quality education, and a right to the support and adaptations necessarjet@ableir longerm

goals.

EDUSsigned a partnership agreement and collaborate with numerous education, health, and social warfare
private and public institutions in the country and the wovlék promote, develop, and strengthen ties with
other organizations, both governmental and rgovernmental, and actively seeks corporate and
philanthropic support in order tadvanceand expand our programs. We have a proven record in-coaggry

and interentity cooperation with a particular emphasis on improving relations between diverse ethnic
communities through the dissemination of best practices in working with children with and without
developmental delays and disorders.

In terms of advancing tHeCDsystem in B&H, EDUS continually tries to provide critical support by developing
valid tools for professionals to use and programs for continual professional education, monitoring, and
supervision in health, education, and social welfaineate and publisectors. We try to bring innovation and
advancement in all segments of the society.
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PRE SCHOOOL AND EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAMS

In theyear2019we continuedcollaboration with the publieducation system anthe introduction of the
EDUSnnovativeprogramns. With the Ministry of Educatiorof the Canton Sarajeyeve again tried tofind
solutionsto expandand continuethe evidencebasedprograns of East Intervention (18months to3 years
old) and Inclusive Preschdtiogram (3 years8 years old).

Government approgd the engagment of 32 educatorgo work directly withchildren with developmental
delaysand disorderscross9 classrooms atirganized andupervised byhe EDUS program coordinatand
supervisorsvith fundinguntil December 2019Total of 44 educators (32 approved by Government and 12
funded by EDUS) worked directly with 116 child@mldrenenrolled in the program of Early Intervention
attended individualized focused intervention 3 hours 5 days per week, while children attending Preschool
Program, received individualized intervention for 5 hours each day. Early Intervention was organized in two
shifts, 3 hours each per day, while the qmeool program was organized into classrooms according to
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second semester (Septembeecember), while preschool program was expanded to 10 classrooms. Number
of children and staff stayed the same.

EDUS Experimental Progriodulewas officially approved by the Ministry of Education, Seiand Youth

of CantonSarajevoon June 2019. This legal decision now officially declared that EDUS is in charge of
Improvement of Education and Support to Children withaitisbut Developmental Delays and in charge of

the implementation of theexperimenal programwhile the preschool department of the Public Institution
CenteraVladimir Nazorprovided permisedJnfortunately, with thdall of the Cantonal Government, funding

for the programs educators and the actual continuation was stopped after Dec&it2019.

The main goaf EDUS Experimental Program weasitroduce and develog modern, scientifically supged

and proven in practicenodel of children's education and education of professional staff, in accordance with
the latest world standard\ll EDUS's prograsproviding services directly twhildren with disaltities were
created based orThe Comprehensive Application of Behaviomlysis to Schooling / | . !t{etoohz
scientifically proven methodology adapted to local conditions to qualitatively improve the support system for
childrenwith and without developmental delagaddisabilities.



AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS

With supportfrom a Grant fronTheMinistry of Science, Education and Youth of Sarajevo Camiiohustralian
Embassy in Vienrdterschool activitiesvere organized for Bours everyweekdayduring thefirst half of the

school year programThese workshop& | R | INBF G AYLI O 2y OKAf RNBYyQ
opportunity to practice and gendrze what they have learned in Early Interventiod Preschoallassrooms.
Thegrant coveredctivitiesbesides art and craft, musand sportavorkshopsncludng equipping classrooms

with needed materialspriproving the competencies of professiostff (teacher traimig) andimproving the
competencies of parents fimdependent work with children at honfparent education)

TheArt & Craft workshopsere designed to foster the
creativity of each child through contact with different
materials and using different senses. Through various sensory
activities, childrerexplored art bycreaing sculpturesusing
different painting techniques and materialdiile working in
groupsand expressing their artistic talents.

Music workshopserved as active music thereggssioslasting

60 minutes. Each session consisted of a wide range of different
activities including exploring various instruments like
percussion instruments, boag eggshakers, xylophones,

drums etc. Children were creating music, singing, exploring
different sounds whilgarticipating in a grouprith friends led
byamusicteachet. A G K I Tl Y2dza OKAf RNBY
theypeF 2 NY¥SR KAada OKAf RNBYQaQ azy:

SportéGros motor skié workshopshelped childrerwork on theirmotor
skilk development and sensory integratiorby practicing muscle
movement through individualized exercise€ducators used different
equipment, games and kids of sports to engage all childien Avorite
was the use of a trampolirfer practicing proprioceptive skills adahimal
yoga& for posture andstrength Children learned about their body
awareness through exercises pushing, pulling, throwing, climbing,
jumping, etc.




PARENT EDUCATION

With the support of theAustralian Embassy in VienriaDUS
implemented 12sessions oPARENT EDUCATI®MNrents active
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greatest importance. Parent Education is an integral part of the
EDUS programs because only by partnering with parents, we can
together achieve the greatest gains. Providing parents with
instructions on how to carry over the good prees from the
classroom into their homes, showed great results for the
advancement of levels of functioning of their children. Through the
use of this approach, the role of families was strengthened by
. providing parents support and the ability to activeld positively

e ” = influence outcomes faheir childrenParents attended lectures on
topic pertaining to their daily life functioning as a family, how to
stimulate different developmental areas, how to engage a child
with disabilities with a sibling/friend,otv to toilet train their
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In addition, ve provided 100parents withindividuaized parent educatiorsessionswhere each parent
(mother, fatheror caregiveryeceived a sessn with their child's educator arghined detailed knowledge on

the development of theichildz | R@I yOSYSy G GKNRdzZZK (i KSA NEn goals. RQa
They were provided with examples and instructionb@m to usesimpk tactics andearn how to implement
LINEINF YA G K2YS (develdpBényamdpdskildy pievédniedsiorOK A £ RQ &

As part othe UNICEF B&hdEDUS PCigreement, @ParentEducation sessiswere conducted in Mostar

YR C261 ¢ (Gucaidh Sessioftpdfoyation) riflergartens. Total o8 parents participate@t

Mostar, while63 parents participatedt C 2 érhedecturers/trainers at both locations were professionals who
completed the EDUS Taiaining and were using EDUS Parent Education Curriculum (Pistoljevic, N., Buturovic,
L, & Jeina, Z. 2015) at their public preschool locations. EDUS mentors provided guidance and feedback, an
these sessions were part of the Training of Trainers EDU8ctedidn order to transfer knowledge and
strengthen the ECD system throughout the countrg 0 K=~ C2 6 Yy R a2adl N NSO23
Education as the first line of intervention and prevention of early childhood delays.




ADVANCEMENT OF TARIBCHILDHOODEVELOPMEMNIYSTEM B&H

Together with UNICEF B&EDUS ontinueto work on the advancement pliblicsystemsn Health, Education

and Social Welfare sectoasd building capacitie for equitable provisiorof quality ECD and ECI services,
especially for the most vulnerable and excluded childiémough this partnership, EDUS committed to
building the capacity of all staff involved in tB€Dapproachand ensure that an integrated approach is
effectively adopted and innovative quality ECD and ECI services are available in selected locations.
Professionals frortne abovementionedsedorsgained indepth knowledge on Early Childhdoetectionand

Early ChildhoodInterventionthrough Basic and Advanced Ediarzal TrainingeEDUS provided

In 201%arly Detection and Intervention services were being provided at the 28 locations across B&H Resource
Centersand Resource Rooms by the local professioridiey were using EDUS tools and applying knowledge
from the EDUS trainings on developmergaleening, testing, and designing educational/therapeutic
interventiors for children identified with developmental delays/disordé&tBUS supported the locationg b
continually providing supervision and feedback for all the trainees at the locations and/or online.

In addition, EDUS provided training foofpssionals
(preschool and schoolteachers who gained
knowledge on Early Childhood development with
application of basic scientific tactics for the work with
children of preschool and school age amditing on
differentiated learningwas developed.In addition,
Manuals for teachers to help them implement
evidencebased tactics to better inclusion was written
to compliment the training.

ADVANCEMENT OF BARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM IN SESTENEF PAL

EDUS continued working on the gaaloutlined in the
Programmed cooperation agreement (PCAYyith UNICEF
Palestineio ensure effective implementation of integrated ECD
and ECI in Palestin@heoverall project objectivédrom 2017
2020 was to strengthen early childhood development and
intervention services in the State of Palestilmecooperation
with Palestinian Mistries of Health, Education and Social
2 SE{FINBT !'b2w!3> 'YAGSNEAGASE YR NBtSGFIyld bhDQax
provided training of multidisgiinary teams on Early interventiaf delays and disorders, thesn Early
Intervention ervicesIn 2019EDUSS R dzO I/ éxgeNtRiaers had Gmissions/trainingin Palesting both in
Wet Bank and in GaZacusing on Early Childhood Interventeod the validation study of DB alestine, a
first and only developmental screagiin Arabic.




We trained thedata collectorsand mentors/supervisors for the DBSDevelopmental Behavioral Scales
Palestine) validation study. In addition, data collection process anded@japrocess were supervised
remotely across the countand live interobserver agreement observations were done during the missions to
the country

Through partnership wittUNCIEB&Hand relevant ministrieEEDUSreated ECD Téllraining of Trainers
(University Professors, Pediatricians, Pediatric Nurses, Seech and Language Pathologist, Preschool Teachel
Elevenprofessionalgarticipated in theb daysof training. They wereseleced expertsfrom various public
institutions across the countyvho already demonstrated excellence in providing ECD services at their
locations. Experts wee selectedand completed thetraining to transfer knowledge tohieir communities
coveringareas ofdetection and intervention services for children with developmental delays and disorders.

As for the Basic ECI traning which we have provideE®WES location as part of the UNKBBH and EDUS
PCA agreement for the past 3 years, we provided theoretical and-bartdsining for25 health and other
professionals from 5 locatiomsross B&HThey participated i + 3 days Basic ECI trainwigitng EDUS on
two occasions and practicing learned skills at their locations in between the traihinais6- day training
included lectures and workshops with direct work with childeenising on establishing Early Detection and
Intervention services atheir institutions. Professionals gained knowledge in preventidetection and
intervention inECD anthe framework obrganization of activities integratedResourceCenters andRooms



Followingthe Basic trainindl.3 health and other professiotafrom 4 locations (Banja Luka, Travnik, Zenica

and Vitez)in B&H participatedin a 3-days Advanced ECI trainifigainingfocused on advanced skills for
development of Individualized Education Plans and tactics for implementing them. During the thigzeday

at EDUS, professionals listen to the lectures from EDUS supervisors and then practiced learned skills throug
workshops and dict work with children in EDUS classrooms while being with individual mentors. Feedback
and supervision were continuedrttugh visits to the ECD Centers and Roononline.

Two trainings were organized in cooperation V@tiethe Institute Sarajevor elementary school tedwers of
German language from all over the country. First training focused on learningdéferent disabilities and
tactics on differentiated instructions for various learners. Secondlaydraining focused on workshops and
practicing different technics of maximizing active learning in any classfboee EDUS educators designed
the trainirgs and provided all the lectures and workshops.




The EDUS methodologyg recognizedn Croatiatoo. In accodance vith that, training was provideth
Dubrovnik,jn collaboration witithe Public Institution Kindergartens Dubroyr@koatia The first training was

held in October 2018. while the continuation of education is planned in Z0&School and Kindergarten
teachers from Dubrovnik attended the training focusing on how to better create inclusive setting. EDUS
educators provided traing on early childhood development and detection of delays and disorders in the first
part of the training series

EDUS PROTOKOL ZA In 2019 we continued with five major research studies. Studglitiation of

SKRINING AUTIZMA the Developmental Behavior Scales was completed, data entered and
' . analyzed An applicatiorversion of RBS, web and tablet baseébr Early
Detection of developmental disordengas createdand being tested. Data
were collected on its efficacy and efficienData were finalizedand a
scientific publicatiomanuscript is being written
Study 2 Protocol forAutismScreeningvasdesignedo support expertgnd
speed upthe diagnostic proces®or ASD. Within the Study 2, additional
research questions were asked: What are the possible barriers in diagnosing
ASD in B&H? and Can we use salivary miRNA to identify children with ASD
when compared with children with other disers and typically developing
children?Data were collected on the additional two research questions too.

A promotional video othe Importance of Early Childhood Development and Early Detection and Intervention
was createdor raising public awarenes$ delays and disorders and what we need to do within our existing
system in B&HData from the Study 1 collected from the screenings of 1500 children were reported in the
video as well some of the important findings from Study 2.

Study 3 Comparison of 8ifferent Early Intemntion Models in B&H was in the process of being completed.
Data were still being collected on the post prolefger which the analysis will be done and manuscript for
publication will be written.

In collaboration with students amtofessors form SSST University, Sarajevo, EDUS educators participated in
testing a new web application for creating educational and therapeutic programs for children with disabilities.
Dr. Pistoljevic provided guidelines to computer science studentprafessors for creating such toahd

EDUS was a testing location for its utility. The results of this study were published.



Together with theAcademy oBciences and Arts of B&H (ANH)Bnd
support fromUSAID, EDUSganized arinternationalSymposium on  UNAPKEUERJE RANUE KRASIA | RALVOIA
Early Childhood Development and Developmental Disorters 5 foe
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gathered over 150 academics, professors, scientists, andspiarfials T
from B&H and the world. In addition, from the lectures provided b TIPIGAN RAZVOY
Prof. Dinarevic, (pediatrician, ANUHBiPrd. Saracevic (geneticist, DA ' "f
SSST), and Dr. Pistoljevic and her research team (EDUS), in ; @i’iff?ﬁ.‘fi;,,
speakers were a child psychiatrist, Prof. Ghaziuddin (University ‘ == &.3:...;_'_".:&_.
Michigan, USA) and developmental psychologist, Prof. Erjavec (Bai S| ggg |k WL
University, UK). EDUS preseh current results from the three SRAS, v
research studies completed under the grant from USAID/PPN\ C7 o
program. Results of Study validation study of the Developmental mnm—
Behavioral Screening completed with 1500 children, their parents, a T
40 professionals in B&Heve presented. Eldin Dzanko (EDUS owo S aa
presented various findings from the study and that 25.6% of childr: o ITERVENGWA . [
in B&H are at risk of not reaching their full potential, while Ljiljar | Ve

wnt et

Miljanovic (EDUS) presented the results of the parents' survey aiiu
possible envbnmental effects on the disabilites in B&H.

Results of Studg were presented in two lectures.
Genetics research on the salivary miRNA and how it
can be used to differentiate children with and
without ASD was explained by Dr. Saracevic. Dr.
Pistoljvic presented EDUS Protocol for Autism
Screening and findings during the development of
the same. The Preliminary data from Study 3, which
was still ongoing were also shared. The focus of the
study was the comparison of the 3 types of
intervention for chilren with disabilities in B&H:
EDUSIntense, Resource Centers and Roolows-
intensity, and eclectic approach.

Dr. Pistoljevic presented EDUS achievements as an invited spetieer
45th Annual ABAb@vention largest International Cagrence,heldin May
2019 in Chicagp USA. 20,000 participants from all over the world
participated with over 10,000 presentationand we presented two
scientific studiegesultsfrom researchEDUSonducted in classrooms and
ECD centers. Dr. Pistoljegave dalk on a topidppliedBehaviour Analysis
for All: Building Systems to Hephildren Through Transdisciplinary
Behavioral Approach




As part of the celebration of the 30 years of The UN

Convention on the Rights of Children, the Ombudsmen

office of Novi Sad in collaboration with Novi Sad Network for

Children invited Dr. Pistoljevic to give a lecture on the topic
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as the representative of EDUS, also while at Novi Sad, held

lectures to the students of psychology and pedagodheat

University of Novi Sadnd introduce them to ERJ

methodologies and programs. She visited Center Harmony,

an NGO providing parent deduction on early childhood

stimulation and parental counseling. Together, they met with the head pediatrician and visited the Reader
Bear Corner project location where beaknd stimulation are provided for children at the pediatric clinics as
part of the promotion of early childhood development. Dr. Pistoljevic held a lecture for the pediatric and
visiting nurses and pediatricians from Novi Sad on the éopidzA R S Edrly Setectidh Nisabilities; The
Role of Pediatricians and Home\ & A (i A Y I As andzNGitedl Sspedker at the International Scientific
Conference: Current trends in psychology hosted by the University of Novi Sad, Dr. Pistoljevic gave a talk titlec
¢EvidenceBased Approachesto Barl 5 S @St 2 LIYSyY (i {SHeldislendl EDUSReIddichYfiddings

on the optimal intervention programs and shared insight into different models of early intervention to support
early childhood development.

Dr. Nirvana Pistoljevand Dzana Hrvj@as arinvited speakemparticipaedata Conferencd y ¢ Saf Ao 2 N.
by theMinistry of Education and Culture Republic of Srpska with the support of UNICEE B&ttof the

project "Improving Early Childhoodo®@th and Development by Strengthening Educational and Parental
Competences". Theonferencegathered about 270 educators and professional associate®istoljevic

gavetwo lectorsi Pr ogram of Psychosoci al Support fornt@darents o
Disordersd6, outl ining the chapter in the wshebdas mihargdatdoo k| et
"Early detection of children with disabilities and how to monitor their developm@¥itile the supervisor of

the EDU%arly Intervention progranbzana Hrvicgave talk oriApplication of instruments for assessing the
development of the child."

EDUS PUBLICATIONS IN:2019

Pistoljevic, N. Dzanko, E. Ghaziuddin, M. (2&ED3)S protocol for Autism screening: A functional behavioral
screening of ASD spioms to aid professionals in diagnostic processJSEducation for All. Sarajevo, B&H.

RamieBrkic, B., Balik, A., Hadzidedic, S., Pistoljevic, N. (d®Yool for creating educational/therapeutic
programs. In International Conference on Virtual Worlds and Games for Serious Apgligatitd).
Springer International Publishing.
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